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TEENAGERS will get to 
watch the Olympics at youth 
cafés across the UK thanks 
to a model that began in the 
Oxford Diocese and has been 
taken across the UK.

Research in 2006 carried 
out by Aylesbury Vale Youth 
for Christ and Fusion Youth 
and Community revealed five 
needs in the area for young 
people. One was simply 
finding a place for them to 
hang out. 

The first youth café was 
launched at the Church of the 
Good Shepherd in Aylesbury, 
with more being set up later. 

Dave Rollins, Director 
of Aylesbury Vale Youth for 
Christ, said: “After launching 
about six or seven of them we 
decided to create a tool kit – 
Café in a Box and a website 
where you could download 
everything you need to set one 
up in your area.”

He said More Than Gold, 
an organisation that is helping 
churches connect with the 
Olympics, got in touch about 
linking the Olympics to Youth 
Cafés – having venues open 
for young people to watch the 
Olympics on the television and 
giving communities a way of 
putting something on for young 
people with an Olympic theme. 

“We’ve got to know lots of 
young people from beyond the 
church as a result of these cafés. 
It’s amazing. About 140 people 
have registered across the UK.

“Even if a church has a youth 
group, they don’t need to 
re-invent it; they can use the tools 
and the web site to make the 
youth group have an Olympic 
feel. In Aylesbury Vale 18 groups 
have now been involved. 

“It is somewhere where there 
is a real commitment to do 
something for the youth and a 
real starting point just gathering 
young people and starting 
relationships. It doesn’t matter 
what activity you are doing as 
long as you are caring for young 

people.
“The youth café gathers 

people from outside the church 
providing opportunities for 
education and wider community 
activities that young people can 
link into and can link people 
into worshipping communities.”  

Fusion Youth and Community 
first ran youth café style clubs for 
disadvantaged young people in 
the western suburbs of Sydney. 
Fusion has spread from Australia 
and now works in 17 different 
countries, running youth cafés 

and community festivals. 
Marty Woods, Fusion’s 

European co-ordinator, said: 
“The key to it all was the training. 
We do the training for youth 
for Christ. We have been doing 
this for 50 years. We have made 
mistakes but learnt from them. 
What we aim to do is to build a 
community so that when young 
people walk in it feels like a 
happening place. 

by Jo Duckles

Olympic outreach at Youth Cafés

COnTinueD On PAGe Three

Youth Cafe Junior Volunteers are pictured after a recent 
residential activity week. Photo: Aylesbury  Vale Youth For Christ. 

Haiti two years on - an aid 
workers story - page nine
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Prayer and Reflection

May prayer diary compiled by John Manley 

SUNDAY 6 Claydon Deanery: Area Dean David Meakin, 
lay chair & secretary Geoff Strutt, Treasurer Mr Capstik, 
ecumenical representative Lorna Piper. The people, PCCs, 
wardens and support staff of the deanery.  The Anglican 
Church of Korea.

SUNDAY 13 Reading Deanery: Area Dean Brian Shenton, 
lay chair Peter Jeal, secretary Sue nallon, treasurer Joan 
Walker, ecumenical representative Owen Jewiss; Chaplain 
to the deaf roger Williams; LLM Anna Knaggs. The people, 
PCCs, wardens and support staff of the deanery. The 
work of Christian Aid throughout the world. The Oxford 
Diocesan Guild of Church Bell ringers holding their AGM 
at Wokingham St Paul’s on Saturday 19 May. The Church of 
the Province of Melanesia.

SUNDAY 20 The Centre for Youth Ministry and Youth 
Ministers’ network in the diocese. The worldwide Anglican 
Communion that we may be united in Christ.

27 PeNteCOSt SUNDAY  The Bishop of the Diocese, 
John Pritchard; the Area Bishops: Colin Fletcher, Alan 
Wilson, Andrew Proud; Archdeacons: norman russell, 
Karen Gorham, hedley ringrose; Assistant Archdeacon 
Judy French; honorary Assistant Bishops: Kenneth Cragg, 
ronald Gordon, John Bone, Keith Arnold, henry richmond, 
Peter nott, Bill Down, James Johnson, John Garton, henry 
Scriven. The Anglican Church in Mexico.

Prayer to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for:

tUeS 1 theological Institutions: Culham 
institute, The Oxford Centre for Mission 
Studies, Pusey house.

WeD 2 University Chaplains of Oxford, 
Oxford Brookes, reading, Bucks new.

tHURS 3 Schorne: clergy David Meakin, 
Mary Cruddas, Jim Gorringe, Philip Mears, 
Janet Bayly. north Marston (VC), Quainton 
(VC), Waddesdon  (VA), Westcott (VC) 
Schools. 

FRI 4 the Claydons & Swan: clergy David 
hiscock, Peter Knight, Angela Mann. Marsh 
Gibbon (VA), Twyford (VC) Schools.

SAt 5 Winslow with Great Horwood & 
Addington: clergy Belinda Searle-Barnes, 
Geoffrey Ball. Winslow (VC), Great horwood 
(VC) Schools.

MON 7  Caversham St Andrew: clergy 
nigel Jones.  

tUeS 8 Caversham thameside & 
Mapledurham: clergy Dan Tyndall, 
Jeremy Tear, Keith Knee robinson, 
Graeme Fancourt, Marion Pyke. 

WeD 9 earley St Nicolas: clergy neil 
Warwick, LLM emma Major.

tHUR 10 earley St Peter: clergy 
Derek Spears, LLM roy Baxter. earley 
St Peter (VA) School. 

FRI 11 earley trinity (LeP): clergy 
Jonathan Salmon, Cath Makrell; lay 

worker Ann Baker.

SAt 12 emmer Green St Barnabas with 
Caversham Park (LeP): clergy Derek 
Chandler, Margaret Dimmick, heather Wilson 
(Baptist); LLMs elizabeth Gash, Paula 
Andrews. 

SAt 14 Loddon Reach: clergy Maurice 
Stanton-Saringer, Beatrice Pearson, Chris 
Leslie; LLMs Pauline Stanton-Saringer, Michael 
Dexter-elisha. Grazeley (VA), Shinfield St 
Mary’s (VA) Schools.

tUeS 15 Reading Christ Church: clergy 
David West, John Croton; Pastoral Assistants 
Mr Smith, Joan van emden. reading new 
Christchurch (VA) School.

WeD 16 Reading Greyfriars (with New 
Hope Community Church): clergy Jonathan 
Wilmot, Dan heyward;  LLMs Philip Giddings, 
Christine Ledger, Sue Wilmot, John Ledger, 
Dennis Parker; pastoral assistant Penny 
Cuthbert;  worship pastor eileen Shipton; 
youth pastor Stan Lyth; children’s worker Carol 
Atkins. 

tHURS 17 Reading Holy trinity: The 
leadership team and congregation. 

FRI 18 Reading St Agnes with St 
Paul & St Barnabas: clergy Vernon 
Orr, Leon Collyer, Pete Jarvis, eddie 
Orme; LLM Christine Orme. 

SAt 19  Reading St Giles: clergy David 
harris.

MON 21 Reading St John the evangelist: 
clergy Vincent Gardner, nick Benson, Suzanne 
Knight, Ali Marshall; LLMs hamish Bruce, 

richard Croft, Peter Marshall, Jeremy Thake, 
Don Mason. reading St John’s (VA) School. 

tUeS 22 Reading St Mary with St 
Laurence: clergy Brian Shenton, Chris 
russell; youth worker Christopher West. 

WeD 23 Reading St Luke with St 
Bartholemew: clergy nigel hardcastle, 
richard Christopher, Christine Blackman; LLM 
June hardcastle. 

tHURS 24 Reading St Mark & All Saints: 
clergy nicholas Cheeseman, Graham Lunn; 
LLM Sylvia Cummins. reading All Saints (VA), 
reading St Mary & All Saints (VA) Schools. 

FRI 25 Reading St Matthew: clergy 
Pads Dolphin. 

SAt 26 tilehurst St Catherine & Calcot St 
Birinus: clergy Denis Smith, Lorraine Colam; 
LLMs Tony Bartlett, Michael heather.

MON 28 tilehurst St George, tilehurst St 
Mary Magdalen: clergy Adam Carlill, Michael 
Oke, Peter Grosse.

tUeS 29 tilehurst St Michael: clergy 
John rogers; LLMs Alan rutter, Don 
Wark (emeritus).

WeD 30 Southlake St James (Woodley): 
The congregation and leadership team 
including LLMs David Fulford, Michael 
Patterson; youth pastor ian Mullens.

tHURS 31 Woodley St John the 
evangelist: clergy eddie Marquez, 
Sean riordan; youth worker ian Mullins, 
LLM Susan Walters. Woodley (VC) 
School.

Sundays
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, 
and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other  
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. (Acts 2:3,4 
NRSV)

Making your mind up

 (The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.)

Every day we face choices. 
In recent years the amount 
of choice we have seems to 
have grown vastly. Just think 
of watching television. Long 

gone are the days of BBC1, BBC2, ITV 
or the off switch. If we have the right 
equipment, there are now over 500 
channels available to us. Even buying 
a cup of coffee can involve choosing 
from many options: should it be latte, 
cappuccino, espresso, mocha; tall, 
grande, or venti; full-fat, half-fat or 
skinny; caffeinated or ‘no fun’, and so 
on?

While having a wide range to choose 
from is often associated with freedom 
and living a good life, psychologists 
are increasingly concerned that having 
too much choice is far from liberating 
and can cause anxiety and depression. 
Think of the stress of shopping in a 
giant supermarket, for example. To help 
deal with this the behavioural scientist 
Barry Schwartz, in his book The Paradox 
of Choice: Why Less is More, advocates 
strategies for reducing choice such as 
cutting down the number of shops we 
visit, and learning to be more satisfied 

with what we choose.
What Schwartz suggests could be 

described as developing a ‘rule of life’. 
Perhaps it is here that Christianity 
has some important things to say. For 
instance, learning to be content with 
the choices we make, and not anxious 
that we could have chosen better, 
resonates with Christian teaching down 
the centuries on materialism and living 
simply. ‘Is not life more than food, and 
the body more than clothing?’ asks Jesus 
(Matthew 6: 25). 

Many of the choices we face have an 
ethical dimension. This, too, brings faith 
to bear on the decisions we make. As 
Christian disciples, we will want to make 
good choices that we believe accord 
to God’s will and which benefit others 

and not just ourselves. It is here that 
our moral values can also play a part in 
narrowing things down. For example, we 
can choose to buy products that we are 
confident will enhance the lives of those 
who produce them or that will have 
minimal impact on the environment. 
Perhaps opting for Fair Trade products 
or those with low food miles might help 
here.

Having a wide range of choice 
fuels individualism. While choosing 
differently from others can be liberating, 
enabling us to express ourselves as 
we wish, it also means we share less in 
common with those around us. The 
danger here is that too much choice 
loosens communal bonds. 

From a Christian perspective, allowing 

our faith to inform our choices is likely 
to build up the community of body of 
Christ rather than weaken it as we find 
common ground with others. A prayer I 
find helpful when making choices comes 
from the Prayer Book of the Anglican 
Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and 
Polynesia. It expresses gratitude for life, 
while acknowledging our freedom to 
choose, the importance of community, 
and of faith as a guide through life:

God our Creator, our centre, our friend,
we thank you for our good life,
for those who are dear to us,
for our dead,
and for all who have helped and influenced 

us.
We thank you for the measure of freedom 

we have,
and the extent to which we control our 

lives;
and most of all we thank you for the faith 

that is in us, for our awareness of you and 
our hope in you.

Keep us, we pray you, thankful and 
hopeful

and useful until our lives shall end. 
Amen.

Canon Edmund Newell is Sub-Dean of 
Christ Church, Oxford, and author of 

Choice, published by Darton, Longman 
and Todd, price £4.99. 

Canon Edmund Newell suggests 
ways of dealing with the bamboo-
zling range of choices we face in 
the course of modern life. 

‘Is not life more than food 
and the body more than 
clothing?’

Why not choose to enter this month’s prize 
draw for the chance to win one of three 
copies of Canon Edmund Newell’s book 
Choice? Simply send your name and address 
to Choice Competition, the Door, Diocesan 
Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford, OX2 
0NB. The closing date for entries is Friday, 
May 11th.  

Win a book
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Service for K&K 
centenary
A SerViCe was held at 
Dorchester Abbey to celebrate 
the 100th anniversary of our link 
Diocese in South Africa.
   The rt revd Oswald 
Swartz, Bishop of Kimberley 
and Kuruman preached at the 
service, which attracted more 
than 200 people. Youth groups 
from Kidlington and Deddington 
attended along with singer from 
across the Diocese and a  

 community choir that led African 
 songs. 

New gate at St 
Lawrence’s Church
A neW gate in memory of a man 
who served as a sidesman at a 
village church for half a century 
has been blessed by Bishop 
John.
    roadworks outside St 
Lawrence’s Church, north 
hinksey, were stopped for the 
ceremony on Wednesday (April 
4th). The gate is in memory of 
reginald Delafield, a former 
railway worker who served as a 
sidesman at St Lawrence’s from 
1949 to 1999. 
    his daughter, Phoebe Pearce, 
said: “he rode a bicycle to work. 
every time he passed the church 
he checked to see that the 
place was alright.” The original 
memorial gate was installed 
shortly after reginald’s death in 
2001 but was damaged last year. 
    Phoebe, who was married 
at St Lawrence’s travelled from 
Somerset, where she now lives, 
for the ceremony, said: “We 
were just amazingly touched by 
the Bishop coming to bless the 
gate and we would like to pay 
tribute to the parish. They made 
us very welcome and put on 
refreshments afterwards.”
reginald’s family were heavily 
involved at the church. his 
grandchildren were all servers 
there and all three of Phoebe’s 
sons were christened there.

 

Symposium for 
churchwardens
ChurChWArDenS are 
invited to a symposium on 
commissioning artists and 
craftsmen to carry out work in 
their churches.
   The event takes place at 
Dorchester Abbey at 7.30pm on 
Ascension Day (Thursday, May 
17th). rector, Canon Sue Booys 
said: “There will be a short 
Ascension Day service at 7pm 
and the symposium will start at 
7.30pm. natalie Merry, secretary 
to the DAC will be among the 
speakers. it comes as the abbey 
hosts an exhibition of the work 
of John Piper, an artist who was 
regularly commissioned to create 
art work for churches. 

IN BRIEF

‘IT’S not fair,’ was the cry 
from six to nine-year-olds 
from the Trax group at Holy 
Trinity Church, Headington 
Quarry in Oxford.

The children dipped their 
feet in paint and sploshed 
them across a banner during 
the fun session. 

They focussed on the Take a 
Step theme from the Fairtrade 
foundation and their Bible 
verse for the day was 1 John 
3:18: “My children, our love 
should not be just words and 
talk; it must be true love, which 
shows itself in action.”

Susie Stead, Trax leader, 
used a liturgy, and everytime 

she said ‘Is that fair?” the 
children shouted back: “That’s 
not fair.” 

The liturgy gave examples 
of people who grow cocoa for 
our chocolate but never get to 
eat it because it’s too expensive 
for them to buy and went on 
to look at how, if you look at 
the Bible story of the workers 
in the Vineyard (Matthew 20, 
verses one to 15) God is more 
than fair.

The banner they created has 
been put up in the Windmill 
Fairtrade Shop on London 
Road in Headington.  

Schools adviser for Berkshire, Julie Mintern, is moving on to 
pastures new.

Julie who has helped countless Church of England schools in her 
role as adviser over the last seven years, came to the Diocese after 
spells as headteacher  of St Michael’s CE Primary School, Steventon, 
and St James School, Church Cowley, both in Oxfordshire.

“I have enjoyed the opportunity to see people grow and develop 
and working with such a wide variety of clergy, headteachers and 
governing bodies, exploring what it means to be a church school, 
having a Christian foundation and translating that foundation into 
a living, breathing school.

“It’s a privilege because you can focus on the pertinent questions 
of life and death, meaning and truth. 

“When I first started teaching I couldn’t believe I was getting 
paid to do something I loved doing. When I went into  headship, 
bringing faith and professional work together was like a gift. 
Knowing that it is God’s work is central to me.”

Julie is looking forward to her daughter’s wedding and says she is 
taking a ‘step of faith’ for the future and is set to spend the summer 
in France with her husband Keith, before deciding what to do next. 

Olympic outreach at youth cafés
“We train the team to see 

beyond the behaviour and 
really value and appreciate 
the young people so the 
Government were impressed 
by the training and how it 
helped other organisations to 
connect to the young people 
because they are at the cafés.”

Fusion now has 80 full time 
workers and 450 volunteers. 
It has its own radio station 
and puts on music and drama 
concerts. 

The training involves sitting 
down with youth café teams 
and helping them to know how 
to draw boundaries and to deal 
with young people who turn 
up with alcohol or turn up 
stoned. 

Marty said: “Everyone wants 
to run youth cafés but they 
are hard work, it’s a long term 
commitment.

Diocesan Youth Adviser 
Ian Macdonald said: “It’s 
been fantastic to see the 
development of the Youth 
Cafés and experience them 
in action. In addition to 
being a great piece of youth 
work, I love the partnership 
with the community and the 
opportunity for young people 
to be involved in leadership. 
When so much youth provision 
is being cut it is so encouraging 
to see Youth Café thriving 

and growing.” Dave Lawton, 
of the Church of the Good 
Shepherd in Aylesbury, said: 
“We have two youth cafés, one 
meets on a Tuesday afternoon 
and attracts 40 to 60 young 
people. It was the first to start 
in Aylesbury. Youth For Christ 
opened another one. Some 
of the young people have 
become junior volunteers, who 
have a café here on a Friday 
afternoon.

“They are fantastic. Our 
church has developed a whole 
mission process starting from 
youth cafés and inviting young 
people who are interested 
to come along to the youth 
church we started a couple of 
years ago. 

“It meets once a month and 
the activities are a bit more 
Christian. If young people are 
really interested and want to 
know more they are welcome 
to come to church on a Sunday 
morning and to our Sofa Club. 
On Easter Sunday we had five 
young people in church that 
would not have been there if 
it had not been for the Youth 
Café.”

EVENTS across the 
Diocese are to be 
held to celebrate the 
350th anniversary of 
the Book of Common 
Prayer.
   The BCP is the 
book on which many 
Anglican churches 
base their prayer, 
worship and liturgy.    
   Prudence Dailey, 
Chairman of 
the Prayerbook 
Society, said: 
“This anniversary is of special 
importance because the Book 
of Common Prayer is the 
cornerstone of the Church of 
England and the foundation of 
Anglican worship and doctrine.
   “It is a remarkable tribute 
to the timeless qualities of the 
Prayerbook that it is so widely 
used in essentially the same form 
as in 1662 for regular service 
in the Diocese of Oxford and 
beyond, not only in the Church 
of England but in many parts of 

the Anglican Communion.”
Events include:
•	 Sunday, May 13th St Mary’s, 

Whitchurch, a Choral 
Evensong celebration

•	 Sunday 20th May, All Saints, 
Rotherfield Peppard; 
Evening Prayer to mark the 
anniversary

•	 Saturday 16th to Sunday 
17th June, Christ Church 
Cathedral, Oxford A 
weekend celebration of 
the 1662 Book of Common 
Prayer. 

@For more information
www.avyfc.org.uk and 
www.morethangold.org.uk

ONLINe

COnTinueD FrOM PAGe One

Schools’ adviser is moving on

350th anniversary of the Prayerbook

‘It’s not fair’ shout children
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With the arrival of the lighter evenings, many 
of us will be looking to get out and about 
a little more. The summertime is always 
welcomed by flower shows and art shows 
in many of our parish churches. They offer a 
great opportunity for parishioners and even 
visitors from further afield to get together and 
celebrate the beautiful things in life. 
Many of our churches will be taking place in the Jubilee 
Churches Festival from 25th May right up to 5th June. 
The Jubilee Churches Festival follows last year’s 
Cotswold Churches Festival, when 110 churches 
from five dioceses were involved with a celebration of 
church life across the Cotswold region. It encourages 
churches to join in the celebrations of the Queen’s 60 
year reign with activities and festivals from 25 May 
to 5 June. For more information and ideas see www.
jubileechurchesfestival.org. You’ll already find a whole 
host of events from across the Diocese including 
exhibitions, flower festivals and a lot more. Many 
churches will join their local communities for The Big 
Lunch which the Queen herself requested to be a part 
of the Jubilee celebrations.
A different type of fun is available to families with boys 
aged between 2 and 6. The New College Choir are 
hosting a Chorister Open Day on 19th May. There will 
be games and of course singing. There’s an information 
fair and much more. To find out more give the college a 
call on 01869 279519.
Whilst you are looking ahead, now is the time to plan for 
the Alban Pilgrimage on 23rd June.  Alban’s story takes 
us right back to the beginning of the Christian faith in 
Britain, but it remains fresh and inspiring for Christians 
today. It reminds us of the unbroken continuity of faith 

in Christ in this land for over 1700 years and sets 
before us a powerful example of courage, compassion, 
hospitality and generosity as Alban risks his life to 
welcome a persecuted stranger. It also reminds us that 
witnessing as a Christian always comes at a cost. 
Alban is honoured as the first British martyr, and his 
grave (on which the Cathedral and Abbey Church of St 
Alban was built) quickly became a place of pilgrimage. 
For over 1700 years, people have journeyed to this 
place to remember Alban, to pray for peace and 
healing, and to seek God. 
This special day begins with giant puppets who retell 
the story of Alban’s martyrdom, as pilgrims retrace the 
route from the place of Alban’s trial to the hill on which 
he was executed. It is not only a stunning spectacle; it 
is a profoundly moving experience.

Summer is here again!

Head to the 
Alban 
Pilgrimage
Saturday 23rd June
St Albans Cathedral

11.00 PROCESSION • 12.00 EUCHARIST • 16.00 EVENSONG

Eucharist: The Archbishop of York
Evensong: The Archbishop of Westminster

www.stalbanscathedral.org

25 May - 5 June 2012

Refreshments • Concerts • Crafts • Flowers • Exhibitions

Welcoming visitors to churches during the 
Diamond Jubilee

Haven’t signed up yet? Go online or phone 08451 222660

www.jubileechurchesfestival.org

To Advertise in The Door Please Call

01752 225623
or email roy@cornerstonevision.com
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CREATING a play in a day and building chairs out of newspaper 
were among the unusual ways of learning during a special day 
held at one of the Oxford Diocese’s newest church schools.

Pupils from Year Seven at the Chiltern Hills Academy started 
with an inspirational presentation from Chris Rattenbury and 
Ollie Moore from disabled sports organisation Wheelpower. 
Not all of the students realised that the Chilterns are the 
home of the Paralympics but this quickly became the theme of 
their work.  

The Chiltern Hills Academy in Chesham, Buckinghamshire 
is sponsored by the Diocese of Oxford and opened its doors 
to pupils in September last year on the site of the former 
Chesham Park Community College. 

Their play centred on the Paralympics, demonstrating the 
values of Olympic sports through Music, Dance and Drama. 
They also created the Olympic Rings from their own bodies 
and paper. Another exercise saw blindfolded Sports Reps 
coaching each other through an indoor assault course. 

Nearly a tonne of newspaper had been collected by children 
from Year Eight, who used it to create chairs for their form 
tutors.  This is not as easy as it sounds, even with the help 
of paper rolling machines.  The teams worked brilliantly 

competing against each other right up to the deadline when 
their teachers came to test the chairs.  Some walked away 
victorious, other quite literally fell flat!  Not only was the 
day great fun, but the students learnt a huge amount about 
structures and construction, not to mention how to bring a 
project together on time.

Students in years Nine and 10 chose from trips to Stratford 
to learn about Shakespeare and the Olympic Park to see 
the new stadiums. Students studied maths by looking at the 
chances of winning in games like roulette.  Some chose to 
learn Italian for the day. Others looked at the work of Escher 
and tried their hand at tessellation - the process of creating 
a two-dimensional plane using the repetition of a geometric 
shape with no overlaps and no gap.  Jack the Ripper was the 
subject of study in the history department learning of his 
dastardly deeds; creating police reports and Wanted posters.  

The Queen’s Jubilee was the theme for another workshop 
looking at events during her reign and members of the 
learning support department taught students the almost 
forgotten craft of knitting.  Several boys returned to their form 
tutors in the afternoon clutching prized mis -shapen wool 
squares.  

Creating a play in a day New church centre in 
Beaconsfield
A neW £208,000 church and community 
resource centre has opened its doors at St 
Michael’s Church, Beaconsfield.
   The plan to raise funds for the hall was put 
into action in 2010. Vicar, the revd Camilla 
Walton said: “We needed a resource centre 
that would take care of both the church’s 
needs and the community’s needs.
   “Our family work was extending and we 
grew out of the existing church hall. At our 
early birds services for the under fives we 
were bulging.”
   The work was completed just before 
Christmas and the new resource centre has 
provided two extra rooms with an interactive 
whiteboard, a 3D enabled plasma television 
screen and a Blue ray/DVD player. it has 
a fully equipped kitchen and full disabled 
access. 
   Camilla added: “Our focus is to stay true 
to our vision of being a place that resource 
church life, discipleship, growing in faith and 
helps meet the needs of the community.”

Read Country Way
COUNTRY Way is a magazine about the life 
and faith of people living in rural Britain. 
   it includes regular articles on affordable 
housing, children and young people, Church 
buildlings, community, health and wellbeing, 
rural ministry and mission and much more. 
   Three issues cost £9 per year and trial 
copies cost £3.50 each. To order yours call 
0845 519 6151 or go to www.countryway.
org.uk. 

Solar panels a ‘win win’
SuPer-moderin solar panels are reducing the 
carbon footprint and raising money for St Mary 
the Virgin Church in henley-on-Thames.
   The 38 panels will deliver up to 9.5kw of 
electricity for lighing up the church, which 
is used by about 3,000 people each year. 
Because the church is close to the bridge in 
henley, which is known as a landmark historic 
feature, so the panels have been carefully 
placed so that they do not spoil the view. 
The panels will reduce the carbon footprint 
of the church by some 20 per cent whilst the 
revenue from the surplus energy will contribute 
to the maintenance of the building.
   The rector, Canon Martyn Griffiths said: 
“This really is a win win win situation; the 
carbon footprint of the Church will be reduced 
and this will contribute to our care for creation. 
The surplus energy produced will  help to fund 
the continuing maintenance and development 
of this 800-year-old church and the local 
historical heritage.”  

IN BRIEF

Pupils are pictured trying out the chairs they made 
out of newspapers. Photo: Chiltern Hills Academy.
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The Son is a proactive, 
provocative and 
uncompromising 

newspaper which aims 
to put Jesus back at 
the centre of society.

Written and presented in an 
easy to read tabloid style, based 
on the UK’s biggest circulation 
newspapers, The Son is an ideal 
tool to reach believers and unbe-
lievers as well.

As well as up-to-the-minute 
news, showbiz and sport from 
the paper, we bring you some 
uplifting testimonies and insight 
from The Son’s brilliant team of 
columnists.

It’s an ideal tool for 
outreach. Why not 

use The Son to reach 
your community?

Order your copies today: 
www.theson.org.uk

or call The Son hotline on

01752 225623.

‘Enjoyed the paper - looks 
great. Well done!’

Jeremy Vine
BBC Radio 2

The Son.
We love him!

New Summer 
Edition 

Now Out!

Spotlight on
A Church School for the Future

On a sunny morning in 
spring, most Diocesan 
Directors of Education, 
and Chairs of Education 
Boards from across 

the country, met in Lambeth Palace 
to launch the latest report by the 
Archbishops’ Council: A Church School 
of the Future. Commissioned by the 
National Society, funded in part by 
the Jerusalem Trust and written by Dr 
Priscilla Chadwick.

We were gathered on 23rd March 
in the Armory at Lambeth Palace, the 
room originally intended to be the 
place where the Archbishop could 
muster his private troops, and Bishop 
John, Chair of the National Society of 
Church Schools,  opened the launch 
conference by reminding us that this 
report was indeed a ‘call to arms’ 
among the people of the Church of 
England, to rally round its church 
schools and ensure their survival and 
indeed development in the years to 
come. 

Themes from the seminal Dearing 
Report, The Way Ahead published in 
2001 have been continued. These 
include the need for our church schools 
to be distinctive and inclusive, as well as 
effective. But the new report identifies 
new challenges; hardly surprising in an 
educational world that is undergoing so 
much change and dvelopment. 

Additional challenges are identified 

this time though; hardly surprising 
in an educational world which is 
undergoing so much change and 
development. As part of the launch 
day, a  detailed analysis of the report’s 
content was led by Dr Chadwick, and we 
heard from Jan Ainsworth, the Church 
of England’s Chief Education Officer 
and General Secretary of the National 
Society, as well as Bishop John.

Lively debate followed, especially 
on funding. The new report urges the 
Church to reconnect with its schools, 
widening its association with community 
schools and independent schools too. 
We were reminded that General Synod 
in 1999 asserted that Church schools 
are at the heart of the Church’s mission 
to the nation, and schools are being 
challenged in this report robustly 
to assert their Christian ethos and 
foundation. 

We were reminded of the need 
to attain the highest standards in 
our schools, and not because the 
government says so, but because every 
child is a child of God and should be 
developed to be the best he or she can 
be. 

High quality RE and collective 
worship should be distinctive elements 
in church schools, and we are 
challenged to continue to develop 
partnerships with other agencies so 
as to be ready to meet the challenges 
ahead. The partnership between parish 
and school is identified as seminal - as 
a church nationally, regionally and 
locally we are called to nurture this very 
precious symbiosis and ensure all our 
parishes are equipped and ready to take 
on this challenge.  

The needs of small rural church 
schools are also highlighted as needing 
special care; the report points out 
that, in a world where market forces 
are at work to shape our educational 
landscape, these schools make a vital 
contribution not only to children’s 
education but also to to village life.

After lunch the invited guests 
began workshops to consider how the 
recommendations in the Report can be 
implemented. 

Of the twenty six major 
recommendations, most delegates were 
interested in ensuring hat the Church 
provides sufficient funding for church 
schools and general concern was 
expressed that the time frame for the 
church’s consideration of the outcomes 
may lag behind the pace of educational 
change. 

Bishop John’s assertion that this 
report is a call to arms is indeed 
apposite. We have an urgent need to 
meet our children and young people 
where they are, in their schools, and to 
ensure that the Church is both relevant 
and responsive. To do so is to build the 
Kingdom of God.  

Anne Davey, Diocesan Education 
Director on a national ‘call to arms’ 
for everyone involved in Church of 
england schools. 

‘...every child is a child 
of God and should be 
developed to the best he or 
she can be.’

The Church’s mission in education

ONLINe

@ Download the full report at:
http://www.churchofengland.org/
education.aspx

•	 The Church of England clearly reaffirms that church schools stand 
at the centre of its mission. It educates about 1million of the nation’s 
children in primary and secondary schools, which enables more direct 
engagement with children and their families than any other contact, 
including regular Sunday worship.

•	 At this time of educationsl change, the Church as a major provider 
of schools needs to strengthen and clarify the assertion of this role at 
governmental, synodical, diocesan and local levels. This approach is 
essential if the Church’s mission and ministry to education through its 
school system is to thrive.

•	 The Church as a whole is called to recognise the forthcoming challenges 
and opportunities fully to meet the needs and expectations of all children 
in the Church school system

The distinctiveness of provision
•	 The Church has created a strong and distinctive ‘brand’ of schools and 

proven it can manage them successfully. The changes and challenges 
ahead must not dilute or compromise this brand. The Church school 
system has the capability to become even better and stronger.

•	 Distinctiveness is about more than organisational arrangements 
and designation as a school of religious character. It must include a 
wholehearted commitment to putting faith and spiritual development at 
the heart of the curriculum and ensuring that a Christian ethos permeates 
the whole educational experience.

•	 High-quality RE and collective worship should continue to make major 
contributions to the Church school’s ethos and to allow pupils to engage 
seriously and develop an understanding of Jesus Christ.
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Experience Pentecost
A BRANCH big enough to 

look like a tree and 300 
paper doves are among the 
props that will help bring 
Pentecost alive at St Mary’s, 

Banbury this month. 
The Revd Sue Newby and the team 

at St Marys are busy getting the church 
ready to welcome hundreds of children 
from local primary schools and younger 
members of the congregation for the 
special event.

“We did Experience Christmas for the 
first time last year. Three schools came 
and it went down so well but we decided 
Easter was a bit close to put something 
else on of that magnitude. We thought 
we would go for Pentecost because it 
is known as the outsider of the festival 
season. Children know about Christmas 
and may know something of Easter but 
you mention Pentecost and they don’t 
know what you are talking about.”

The event, on the Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday of the week, will see Key 
Stage Two children from St Mary’s 
School, Banbury, and pupils from three 
other schools visiting the church. On 
Pentecost afternoon itself, the church 
will be open for families from the 
congregation to enjoy the six stations 
that make up the Experience displays.

The ideas have come from an 
Experience series of resources produced 
by the Gloucester Diocese. Last year the 

Door reported on Experience Easter 
events run at St Aldate’s in Oxford and 
St John the Baptist Church, Bodicote, 
north Oxfordshire.

The Pentecost event involves six 
displays, with enough space for small 
groups of children to congregate 
around them. Adult volunteers, some 
of them ex-teachers and people who 
have experience working with children, 
explain the meaning of each of the 
displays, and run a short discussion 
group. 

“We want the children to go away 
feeling they have experienced a 
Christian festival in a different way,” says 
Sue.

The Experience Pentecost displays tell 
the story from Acts:
•	 Waiting for the Holy Spirit
•	 Growing
•	 Receiving – when the Holy Spirit 

came
•	 Sharing – After the Holy Spirit 

came they began to work together
•	 Doing – they were bold enough to 

take action
•	 Telling others 
“They are amazingly wonderful 

displays. For example, the first one is 
a cut off branch, big enough to be a 
tree in its own right and painted white, 
covered with cloth and hanging from 
it are doves. Each child has a dove to 
hold to remind them that the dove is 
a symbol of the Holy Spirit. There is a 
prayer and when each group finishes 
their activity then the children hang 
their doves onto the tree and pause for 
a moment.”

   ONLINe

To see the Gloucester Diocese’s 
experience resources go to 
www.gloucester.anglican.org/
resources/jfish// or call 01452 
410022.

Above: After the Holy Spirit came, the disciples began to work together, from the Gloucester 
Diocese. Left, children at St Mary’s, Banbury during Experience Christmas. 

Church school children collect treats for vulnerable families
CHILDREN collected shoe boxes of treates and toiletries for 
women at PaCT’s alana House women’s centre in Reading. The 
youngsters from Englefield CE Primary School, West Berkshire, 
have supported family charity PaCT for many years and were 
recently visited by anna Fowler, from PaCT. 

at a special assembly, anna explained that alana House helps 
women who are going through a difficult time in their lives and 
emphasised the positive outcomes of the work there. She also 
talked about PaCT’s other services, including fostering and 
adoption services and running children’s centres.

Janice Rice, an Englefield school teacher and PaCT volunteer 
said: “Our pupils and parents alike are delighted to support 
such an excellent cause helping vulnerable families and 
children in the local area. The pupils and their parents benefit 
in many ways including raising awareness and getting a better 
understanding of the needs of some individuals in our local 
community and how we can help them to transform their lives. 
We would encourage all schools to fundraise for PaCT .”

Encouraged by Englefield’s support, PaCT is launching a 
new Primary Schools Programme and is looking for parent 
volunteers to help co-ordinate fundraising initiatives such as 
non-uniform days and collections at events.

Training in public speaking will be provided in addition to 
project support and ideas. 

Co-ordinator anna Fowler said: “PaCT wants to work in 
partnership with schools, staff, parents and pupils to ensure that 
local families in need benefit from the programme.

For more information, please contact anna Fowler on 0118 
938 7600, or email anna.fowler@pactcharity.org.
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Foundations  
for the future

Apply Now for Autumn 2012 Enrolment
Visit www.sarum.ac.uk

01722 424827  •  courses@sarum.ac.uk

Flexible study for
certificates, diplomas
and MA degrees
Programmes in

Theology, Imagination and Culture
Christian Approaches to Leadership
Christian Spirituality
Christian Liturgy

Delivered via intensive modules and guided home
study. Optional modules open to all.

Validated by

Sarum Link SC ad_150x63_MA_lastcall_Sarum Link_SC a

Investigating

faith

St Stephen’s House is a Permanent Private
Hall of the University of Oxford.

Understanding Islam
11–14 June 2012
A course led by the Revd Dr David
Marshall that aims to give Christians
an introduction to Islam as Muslims
understand it, and to address
questions of Christian response.
The course includes both Christian
and Muslim speakers.

£295: residential
£210: non-residential
(3 nights/days all inclusive)

St Stephen’s House, Oxford
+44 (0)1865 613500
enquiries@ssho.ox.ac.uk

www.ssho.ox.ac.uk

SUMMER SCHOOL

Deciding on full time education is a tremendously 
important choice. In many cases the subject chosen 
can have repercussions throughout life, forming 
for many students the foundations of a lifetime’s 
career.  For a Christian of any age the choice of a 
theological, secular or social subject is likely to be 
emphasised as it will effect the student’s chosen 
path in the future.
A lot of prayer and advice will be undertaken in 
deciding what path to follow, even when inherent 
talents seem to make the choice a little more 
obvious. For younger Christians the path may have 
already been discussed when choosing subjects for 
‘A’ levels but for many older Christians starting 
a course could well be a part of a change in life’s 
direction. It is worth spending time with family, 
friends and even the Vicar when making these 
important choices.
Making the choice for Theology really is one of 
those life defining decisions. The period of careful 
study leading on as it often does to a lifetime in 
ministry and mission.
There will be others who would like to understand 
the Bible better or have a real understanding of 
pastoral care in order to seek a new direction or to 
serve better in their current choice. 
There’s also the choice of college. For many some 
time away from home at University can be a time 
of self-discovery and growing, a chance to study 
whilst enjoying life in a different city.
There are many excellent Colleges and Universities 
offering the conveniences student life coupled with 
short journey times home. In some cases the sea or 
countryside is not far away.
For all the challenge of full time study should 
prove to be rewarding and fulfilling.
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WHEN the earth began 
to shake Aldrin Calixte 
walked from his 
workplace in Haiti five 
kilometres to discover 

that, thankfully, his wife Nathalie and 
sons, Jonathan and Xavier, who were 
then aged seven and 11 months, had 
survived.

His family and his home had survived 
the earthquake that killed 220,00 people 
and left 300,000 injured. Over the 
next few days he would drive back and 
forth, from Haiti over the border of 
the Dominican Republic, bringing back 
supplies of water and dried food.

Aldrin visited the Diocese of Oxford 
in March to let Christian Aid supporters 
know how their giving has helped 
people in his community, and how 
ongoing projects are helping Hatians get 
themselves back on their feet.

“I was in the office when the 
earthquake hit. In the street I had 
never seen a picture like this before. In 
Hollywood you would never see anything 
like this. Most of the buildings collapsed 
and you couldn’t drive down the street. 

“I walked 5km to my inlaws, were my 
wife and sons where, to find they were 
okay, and then another 7km to my home 
and that was okay.”

Later, on his way to visit in-laws in 
the hospital, he was shocked to see the 
Christian Aid building where he worked 
had completely collapsed. “I continued 
on my way to the hospital and at this 
point realised how big the situation was. 
In the hospital I found people in the 
courtyard without assistance, and people 
dying.”

He returned to the hospital the next 
day, where outside bodies lined the 
streets, covered with black bedsheets. 
“That was really difficult, seeing people 
who were passing away,” he says. 

Haiti Survie, the Christian Aid 
partner Aldrin works for, requested an 

emergency meeting and Christian Aid 
staff from London and the Dominican 
Republic dashed to Haiti to help with the 
immediate disaster response. Dried food 
was given out and school fees were paid 
for families affected by the earthquake as 
a longer term plan was put into place. 

Water management and other hygiene 
processes were promoted to stop 
diseases spreading and families were 
helped through psychological difficulties 
following the devastation. This help 
included simply hooking people up so 
that they could pray together, or get 
together for card games and dominoes. 
This initial programme ran until July 
2010, when it was followed up by a 
scheme to help people become more self 
sufficient. 

“We started building permanent houses 
that met high standards and regulations 

because before the earthquake most 
buildings didn’t meet the regulations,” 
said Aldrin.

The organisation also began 
cooperatives, bringing 10 people 
together  and providing chickens for 
egg production. “When they make a 
profit, they buy a goat, and then a pig, 
and eventually a cow. 

“We were also involved in a 
reforestation programme, planting 
100,000 trees, fruit trees and forest 
trees. People sell the fruit to generate 
income and can eat it to combat 
hunger. 

“We also promote agricultural 
production. We gave 300 families seeds 
and tools and we provided fishing 
materials and materials to conserve 
the fish. We gave them freezers and 
provided solar panels to promote 
sustainable energy.”

They also helped set up committees 
in each community, to plan for future 
emergencies. This meant that in last 
September’s hurricane, families in 
potentially vulnerable areas were moved 

to safety.
The programme has seen 

the production of jelly and 
other food products, and 
crafts to help generate 
income. In October last year 
a long-term programme 
began, with the goal of 
building 120 houses, 
distribute livestock and plant 
90,000 trees.

So how does Alrdin’s work 
with Haiti Survie relate to his 
Christian faith? Aldrin says: 
“I’ve come here to let the 
people who have supported 
Christian Aid know what the 
situation is two years later, 
to meet them, say thank you 
and ask them to continue 
to support us. There is a 
lot of need in Haiti, but we 
need to let people know that 
together we can make a lot 
of difference. By supporting 
Christian Aid you can make 
a difference not only in Haiti but all over 
the world.

“Poverty is a puzzle, a game of pieces. 
When you get one piece it means 
nothing at the beginning but when you 
put all the pieces together you have a 
bigger view. I remember the day after the 
earthquake I said ‘God help me, show 
me how I can help?’ The first challenge 
was that there was no bank to get access 
to resources, no food and I’m confident 
that God showed me the way to help 
other people. 

“For the first week I drove two hours to 
the border of the Dominican Republic to 
buy food and water each day. It was really 
the beginning then, and then some 
doctors based in the States said they 
were coming to help, bringing medicine 
and their experience. They set up three 
clinics for us. That’s the way God helped 
me.”

Aldrin mentioned a passage in 
Matthew 25, verses 34 to 40, where God 
states that when you help your brother 
or sister in need, you are helping him. 
He says: “There will be a world where 
people are suffering less, where our 
environment will be really protected and 
the world will be a paradise, but we will 
have to work for that. 

“I want to thank all of the people who 
really showed their solidarity with us. 
During my visit here I’ve met the people 
who have collected funds for Christian 
Aid.”

In the wake of an earthquake

ONLINe

•	 The 7.0 magnitude earthquake struck 
near Port au Prince on January 12th 
2010.

•	 3,500,000 people were affected
•	 220,000 people were estimated to 

have died
•	 More than 300,000 people were 

injured
•	 More than 188,383 houses were 

damaged and 105,000 destroyed
•	 1.5m people became homeless
•	 The quake left enough rubble and 

debris in Port au Prince to fill a line of 
shipping containers stretching from 
London to Beirut

•	 4,000 schools were damaged or 
destroyed

•	 25 per cent of civil servants in Port au 
Prince died

•	 At its peak one-and-a-half million 
people were living in camps including 
over 100,000 at critical risk from 
storms

Haiti facts and figures

For more on Christian Aid’s work 
in haiti visit www.christianaid.org.
uk/emergencies/current/haiti-
earthquake-appeal/

Jo Duckles talks to a haitian aid 
worker on his part in rebuilding his 
home town after the  devastating 
earthquake of January 2010.  

Once Port-au-Prince’ most luxurious hotel, The Montana almost completely 
collapsed following the Haiti earthquake of January 2010. Photo: Christian Aid/M 
Gonzalez-Noda. Right is aid worker Aldrin Calixte. 
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Fan into flame a passion for the Games

THE “light of Christ” 
is spreading across 
the Archdeaconry of 
Buckingham as part of a 
celebration of faith in 2012 

linked to the Diamond Jubilee and the 
Olympics.

The Archdeacon of Buckingham, the 
Ven. Karen Gorham, is behind the idea 
which will see a flame travel the length 
and breadth of the Buckingham Area, 
and 2012 candles being distributed 
across the ten deaneries. “The vision 
is to cascade the light of Christ across 
the archdeaconry, so by the beginning 
of the Olympics, 2012 candles will be 
burning in celebration of our faith,” she 
said.

The project will be launched in 

Newport Deanery on 13 May, 
and then moves southwards, 
deanery by deanery (see map), 
before ending up in Burnham 
and Slough Deanery on 25 
July in time for the start of the 
Olympics. 

Each deanery will be given one 
large candle to burn in a central 
location, and a further 200 
smaller candles will be blessed 
and distributed. The small 
candles come in special glass 
containers in the five Living Faith 
colours, and come with a simple 
prayer card providing a short 
liturgy for receiving the light.

Deaneries are holding special 
services to mark the arrival of the 
candles, as the light spreads from 
one deanery to another. Either 
Archdeacon Karen or Bishop 
Alan will be in attendance. 

“Each Deanery will have 200 
candles to distribute around 
nursing homes, prisons, pubs, 
schools and community centres 
– anywhere where we can take 

a light,” said Archdeacon 
Karen. 

As well as the liturgical 
card, the candles come 
with a list of ideas for 
school assemblies and other 
activities. 

“The deaneries are 
showing great imagination 
in their planning,” said 
Archdeacon Karen. “In 
Mursley Deanery they are 
going to use an Austin 7 Van 
to transport the candles, 
and in Aylesbury a Harley 

Davidson. Newport Deanery is planning 
a sports afternoon for local children 
before the candles are given away. The 
idea is really beginning to take off.

“We’re taking as our inspiration the 
verse from 2 Timothy 1.6: ‘Fan into 
flame the gift of God, that is within you’ 

“It’s not about giving candles to 
Christians but to taking the light 
out into the local community. We’re 
encouraging everyone to use the candles 
in whatever way they can as a mission 
opportunity and to share the love of 
God.”

As momentum towards the 
Olympics builds, the Door 
looks at what’s going on in 
this Diocese and how you 
can get involved. 

Chesham churches 
A party in the park with bands, competitons, action sports, African 
drumming, live painting, bouncy castle, pampering, arts displays etc.
united Service in the park followed by cream teas.
St Mary’s Cogges  Witney   
Opening ceremony followed by three outreach events with family 
friendly competitons and Games, and a closing ceremony
Caversham thamesside & Maple Durham Parish 
Partnering with readipop, a local music charity, for their community 
music and arts festival (expected footfall of 10,000 people). The 
churches will kick off the festival with an open air all age service 
and in the afternoon will provide free inflatables/funfair attractions, 
a prayer and information tent/bookstall, a couple of Christian bands 
playing on one of the stages, and a performance space for local 
schools/sports clubs/ the community for music, dance, drama and 
sport.
St Mary’s Burghfield 
BBQ, then Olympics including teddy bear zipwire, races, weight 
lifting and medals
All Saints Boyne Hill Maidenhead
Outdoor service and BBQ linked with local cricket club
All Saints Dedworth and St Andrews Clewer
Performing an Olympic themed musical with a choir drawn from 
across the community
Developed a one day Going for Gold schools programme for 10 
schools in the area
St Mary’s and All Saints Beaconsfield 
Big screen event showing the opening ceremony for all the 
community with BBQ

St Giles and St Andrews Stoke P0ges, Burnham and Slough 
Deanery
Five separate events, three of which are big screen events, 
synchronizing races for kids to race against athletes on a big screen
eton, eton Wick & Dorney - Burnham and Slough Deanery
Community Festival with family fun games, bouncy castle, face 
painting and more.
Three day Olympic themed holiday club.
St Peter’s Burnham 
Cultural Olympiad Choral evening
Sports Quiz evening
Church of the Good Shepherd, Cox Green, Maidenhead and 
St Mary’s White Waltham
Big screen event showing the opening ceremony for all the 
community
Goldhill Baptist Church and St James’ Gerrards cross and 
seven churches
A Community Festival, big screen event, BBQ, family fun day, 
including hosting a 50 strong mission team from Dallas Texas.
St Mary the Virgin, Oxford 
An Olympic picnic for all churches in central and east Oxford, with 
guest of honour, Sir roger Bannister, at the iffley road Sports Track, 
Oxford.

•	 To find out how you and/or your church can get involved 
in the Olympic celebrations, contact Janet Binns on 01753 
831277. For help publicising your event contact Jo Duckles 
on 01865 208277.

How churches are getting involved

Addiction
Counselling
Training
School

Gilead Foundations Addiction Counselling 

training School at Risdon Farm, 

Jacobstowe, near Okehampton offers

the following Diploma  programme covering;
Restoration Ministry (11 courses) 
150 hours: £385
Recovery Support Counselling   (17 courses) 280 hours: 
£530
Addiction Studies (23 courses)  350 hours: £700

Gilead Foundations is also offering 
- Biblical Systematic theology
- The Holy Spirit
- The Person of Jesus Christ: £250
At Gilead Foundations we use the Genesis Process 
Relapse Prevention programme with our clients.  
This training and the Genesis tools are used 
throughout the programme at Gilead: £318 We 
also have a correspondence course on counselling 
by Jay Adams: £954
If you, or someone you know would 
like more information about  ACtS 

or would like to make an application, 
please contact:  

Laura Alm  tel: 01837 851240, 
Fax: 01837 851520, 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk 

www.gilead.org.uk

Tired of Watching
Christians Living Broken
Lives? Learn How You

Can Change That!

www.NeverEverTheSame.com/training

Ellel Ministries       +44 (0) 1252 797 340

To Advertise in SeeRound Please 
Call

01752 225623
or email

roy@cornerstonevision.com
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Fan into flame a passion for the Games
A time to shine

ACROSS the Berkshire area 
church goers gathered to 
pray for the Olympics with 
prayer stations set up around 
Dorney Lake.

The Revd Janet Binns, the Olympic 
co-ordinator for the Oxford Diocese was 
just a week away from running her sixth 
Marathon, as she took a camera in one 
hand and her Bible in the other for the 
event. She said: “I normally run with 
my Bible on my Ipod, but because I was 
going from church to church I needed to 
have a physical Bible. “I’d planned to run 
from Dorney Lake to St Andrew’s, Clewer, 
but diverted to Eton Wick.

“I went to Boveney Church and they 
had lovely prayer stations there, really 
helpful pictures of a lot of the rowers and 
a long list of their names and so near to 
the lake as well. I was out for about two 
hours, but a lot of that time was praying. 

“It was really good. We were blessed 
with amazing weather. It was a bit chilly 
by the lake but we had a sense of peace.
The day began at the lake with prayers 
from More Than Gold followed by a 
Bible reading from John when Jesus 
appears with to his disciples and they 
share fish, only they had croissants and 
coffee instead of fish. Janet said: “We 
had a really nice prayer time, it was really 
lovely.”

From there various people from 
churches around the area were involved 
in walking, running and cycling around 
the prayer stations and a prayer swim at 
Windsor Pool. 

Janet said: “We were able to engage 
with ordinary people. There were a lot 
of people out running and walking who 
were interested to know what we were 
doing. We had sweets for children and 
croissants, coffee and tea. One man came 
up to us and had a drink and asked us 
what we were charging.

“He was amazed and said it was so good 
for the church to be out doing this. 

“Boveney is right next to the towpath. 
The church is not used a lot so when 
people who regularly go past saw it 
was open they were really curious. A 
lot of people came into the church. 
I had known this before, but it really 
emphasized that the Church needs to be 

out there. We can’t always be doing things 
in our buildings and A Time to Shine was 
a great opportunity for us to do that.” 

The day culminated in a service in 
Eton College Chapel in the evening with 
a puppet performance about the torch 
relay, a gospel choir from Oxford and 
with an Olympic musical performance by 
All Saints, Dedworth. 

The Bishop of Buckingham, the Rt 
Revd Alan Wilson, preached at the 
service. Janet said: “His message was 
really great. He thanked everyone for 
going out and doing the prayers and 
said that when you hear people saying 
‘What Would Jesus Do?’ we should be 
asking ‘What Is Jesus Doing?’ We should 
be looking at what Jesus is looking to us 

Olympic prayer points:
•	 Pray that ‘your kingdom 

come, your will be done’ will 
relate to every aspect of the 
2012 Games. 

•	 For all involved in evangelism 
and follow-up during and 
after the Games 

•	 For the legacy the Games will 
leave; that communities will 
be changed for the better 

•	 For there to be a new passion 
for justice in this nation 

•	 For the Church in the UK 
to emerge from the other 
side of the Games a more 
united, more active and more 
prayerful body of people. 

Above are walkers at Boveney Church, a stones throw from Dorney Lake and below, the rowing 
displays at the prayer station inside. Below left cyclists prepare for a prayer ride at the lake. 

Fine furniture for church and home
Ronald Emett

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk
Visit me at 

www.ronaldemettfurniture.com
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Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of
Noble Poverty

“England’s Oldest Almshouse”
Vacancies for Brothers

The Hospital, founded in 1132
and home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers), currently
has vacancies and applications
are welcomed.
A registered Charity with a
Christian foundation, the
Hospital is situated a mile
south of Winchester. Each
Brother lives independently
and occupies a flat which he
furnishes himself.
Further information and an application form are
obtainable from:
Piers Armstrong, Clerk to the Trustees
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD
Tel: 01962 878218
E-mail: clerk@stcrosshospital.co.uk
www.stcrosshospital.co.uk
Registered Charity No. 202751
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The Doorpost
Courses, training, conferences and workshops in May 2012.
The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  
hung on church  noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or 
by post to Church House.  The deadline for the next issue is Friday 4 May 2012.
WeDNeSDAY 2 MAY 
 
ALDWORtH:  Afternoon teas from 
2.30pm to 4.30pm at St Mary’s 
Church every Wednesday until end 
of August. See the newly restored 
Aldworth Giants. Details 01635 
578177. 
 
PICCADILLY: The Friends of 
BibleLands lecture at 6.30pm at St 
James’s W1J 9LL. In it together - 
Muslim/Christian relations:  
Co-operation not conflict by hrh 
Princess Badiya (from the Jordanian 
royal family). Details 01494 897933 
or email info@biblelandsl.org.uk

 
tHURSDAY 3 MAY 
 
OXFORD:  The retired Clergy 
Association meeting will begin with 
holy Communion in Christ Church 
Cathedral by The Ven hedley ringrose 
(Acting Archdeacon of Oxford) at 
9.45am. Followed by coffee and talk 
‘An Archdeacon’s Lot!’ - experiences 
of a 21st century Archdeacon. Details 
01865 761476. 
 
OXFORD: ‘The best of times, the 
worst of times’ Charles Dickens - a 
man for our times. Thursday lunchtime 
talks at St Giles’ Church at 12.30pm. 
every Thursday until 21 June. Details 
www.ocsg.uk.net or email info@ocsg.
uk.net 
 
FRIDAY 4 MAY 
 
BANBURY:  The hermitage 
ensemble from russia will perform at 
St Mary’s Church at 7pm. Details of 
tickets from 01295 253329 or email 
liveartsbanbury@live.co.uk 
 
OXFORD: The unicorn ecumenical 
discussion group at 1 Canterbury 
road, north Oxford from 12.30pm 
(bring your own lunch). Talk from 
1pm - 2pm - ‘renewing our images 
of God: insights from object-relations 
psychology and ignation spirituality.’ 
Details email ellislynda@sky.com 
 
SAtURDAY 5 MAY 
 
OXFORD: Bible workshop at St 
Giles’ Church - Psalms with Professor 
John Day at 12 noon to 2.30pm. 
Details 01869 350806. 
 
WeStON tURVILLe: May Fayre 
at St Mary the Virgin Church hP22 
5Sh from 2pm to 5pm. Details 01296 
424982 or 01296 612303. 
 
OXFORD: exploring the cloud of 
unknowing. A study day with author of 
‘Strike the Cloud’ to help explore and 
develop Christian meditation. From 
11am - 4pm at the Quaker Meeting 
house, 43 St Giles. Details 01296 
488450. 
 
WeDNeSDAY 9 MAY 
 
ALDWORtH: Seminar on the history 
of Berkshire Downland Churches, the  

 
Aldworth Giants and their restoration at 
St Mary’s Church at 7pm. Tickets £10 
(includes wine and nibbles). Details 
01491 874399 or email michael@
soamesonline.com 
 
tHURSDAY 10 MAY 
 
OXFORD: Deaf Awareness Day at 
Oxford Deaf and hard of hearing 
Centre, St ebbes from 10am - 
4pm. Details 01865 243447 (Text 
01865 722209). email alexandrad@
deafdirect.org.uk 
 
DeDDINGtON: The history of 
Christianity in 15 object series is being 
held at Deddington Parish Church. The 
rt revd Dr Geoffrey rowell, Bishop 
of Gibraltar, present Object 11: John 
Keble’s spectacles. Begins at 7.30pm. 
Details www.deddingtonchurch.org or 
email curatedan@gmail.com 

FRIDAY 11 MAY 
 
OXFORD: The 27th eric Symes 
Abbott Memorial Lecture will be 
held at Keble College at 5.30pm. 
‘Mis-establishment: Locating, and 
re-locating, The Church of england. 
Details 020 7848 2333 or email 
dean@kcl.ac.uk 
 
SAtURDAY 12 MAY 
 
FReeLAND: Drop-in quiet day at 
the Old Parsonage from 10am - 4pm. 
no booking required (bring your own 
lunch). 
 
BANBURY: Spring/Summer craft fair 
at St Mary’s Church OX16 0AA from 
10am - 4pm. Free entry.  
 
BOXMOOR: Organ recital by 
nicholas King at St John’s Church hP1 
1JY at 7.30pm. Details burgess2356@
btinternet.com 
 
CHALGROVe: The utah Philharmonia 
Chamber Orchestra will perform at 
St Mary’s Church at 7.30pm. Free 
admission. Details 01865 400402 or 
email cb@charlesbaker.org 
 
GReAt MISSeNDeN: An illustrated 
talk ‘A history of jewellery from 
elizabeth 1 to elizabeth Taylor’ at St 
Peter and St Paul Church at 7pm. 
entrance £10 on the door. Details 
01494 891312 or email avd@davis.
f9.co.uk 
 
BeCKLeY: Concert by Women of 
note with Beckley Brass at St Mary’s 
Church at 7.30pm. Details 01865 
351270. 
 
MONDAY 14 MAY 
 
MARLOW: riding Lights Theatre 
Company presents ‘Monsieur de 
Coubertin’s Magnificent Opymlic Feat’ 
at Sir William Borlases’s Grammar 
School at 7.30pm. Tickets £12.50 
(conc £10). Box Office 01904 
613000. Details 01628 471610. 
 

FRIDAY 18 MAY 
 
OXFORD: The unicorn ecumencial 
discussion group at 1 Canterbury 
road, Oxford from 12.30pm (bring 
your own lunch). Talk at 1pm - 2pm 
‘The Meaning of Life in Two Words.’ 
Details email ellislynda@sky.com 
 
BUCKINGHAM: riding Lights Theare 
Company present ‘Monsieur de 
Coubertin’s Magnificent Opymlic Feat’ 
at St Peter and St Paul’s Church MK18 
1BS at 7.30pm. Box Office 01904 
613000. 
 
tHAMe: Flower festival ‘Special 
occasions’ at St Mary’s Church from 
10am - 6pm today and tomorrow and 
from 1pm - 6pm on 20 May. Details 
01844 213491. www.stmarysthame.
og.uk 
 
SAtURDAY 19 MAY 
 
FRINGFORD: Once home to Flora 
Thomspon , author of ‘Lark rise to 
Candleford’, Fringford has an open 
gardens weekend. St Michael’s and 
All Angels Church will feature floral 
displays and a local historian will be 
on hand to answer questions. Details 
www.fringford.info 
 
ReADING: 150th anniversary 
celebration at Christ Church. Mass 
by the Bishop of reading at 10am on 
Sunday 19 May.  Flower festival both 
days. Details 0118 931 3468. 
 
OXFORD: Craft Fair and Gift day at 
St Frideswide Church from 10am - 
4.30pm. Details email riverbank26@
tiscali.co.uk 
 
SUNDAY 20 MAY 
 
ROtHeRFIeLD PePPARD: 
evening prayer to celebrate the 350th 
anniversary of royal assent to the 1662 
Book of Common Prayer at All Saints 
Church at 6.30pm. Preacher: The 
revd John Paton MA, Precentor and 
Cathedral Chaplain of Christ Church 
Cathedral.  
 
PReStWOOD: Talk by rabbi Dr 
Jonathan romain at holy Trinity Church 
at 7.30pm. Jewish Life in Britain: The 
story so far and the challenges ahead. 
Tickets £5 from 01494 863627 or 
01494 868537. 
 
WeDNeSDAY 23 MAY 
 
tURVILLe: hambledon Valley, near 
henley. healing service with laying 
on of hands and anointing at holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231.

 
tHURSDAY 31 MAY 
 
OXFORD: A concert for the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee performed by St 
James Singers at St Fridewide OX2 
0BL at 7.30pm. £5 (includes glass 
of wine and nibbles). Details email 
riverbank26@tiscali.co.uk

Services at Christ Church Cathedral
SUNDAYS: 8am holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in priory room); 11.15am Sung eucharist; 6pm evensong.
WeeKDAYS: 7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am holy Communion; 1pm (Wednesday only) holy Communion; 
6pm evensong (Thursday Sung eucharist 6pm).
AFteR eIGHt: Time to reflect, time to pray.  Contemporary liturgies for mind and spirit on Sundays at 8pm. 

tel: 01865 276155  www.chch.ox.ac.uk

To Advertise in the Month Call 

01752 225623

To Advertise In The Door Please Call  

01752 225623 
or email  

roy@cornerstonevision.com

THE DOOR 
& MORE

Tel: 01752 225623    Fax: 01752 673441

www.cornerstonevision.com
2 673441

n.comn

The Door is just one 
of seven* Anglican 
newspapers published 
by Cornerstone Vision.
There are 34,000 copies of the Door printed 
monthly (except August). The respected 
papers are eagerly awaited at churches 
throughout the Diocese.

With churches as far and wide as Dorset and 
Essex, Portsmouth and Oxford, they reach 
tens of thousands of readers every month 
with a combined print run of over 170,000.

Regularly carrying advertising for Christian 
organisations, charities, local shops, holiday 
providers and much more they could provide 
a great vehicle for your goods or services.

Advertise in just one paper or across the group, 
we've got a deal that would work for you.

Contact the Cornerstone team on 
01752 225623 to see how we can help.
* we also sell for the Southwark Bridge



the Door May 2012 13

  
The successful candidate will have:

Experience of catering for large groups;
Qualifications in Food Hygiene, or a willingness to obtain these;
Lead a team of assistants to deliver good quality food with 
excellent customer service;
Business knowledge of stock control, budgeting and marketing; 
The commitment and Christian conviction to drive forward the 
ministry in the coffee shop; and strong communication skills.

The scope for new ideas in this role is endless, so bring your initiative,
enthusiasm and Christian vision to the table – you may have the
perfect recipe for success.

This full-time role (40hrs per week) offers competitive terms and
conditions including 25 days holiday and a contributory pension
scheme.

Full job description available.  Please apply in writing with a CV to
djeffries@greyfriarsministries.com.

Greyfriars Church in Reading Town Centre are 
looking for a new Commercial Catering Manager 
to run their coffee shop and catering services – 
services that include providing food to a day 
nursery and supporting the ministry of the church.

Commercial Catering 
Manager - Reading

The Home of Devenish
Weymouth Dorset

There are 23 Bungalows and 
2 flats available to widows of 
clergymen of the Church of 
England or widows of officers 
of the armed services (exclud-
ing Territorial Army and Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve) pro-
viding they are members of the 
Church of England.

For further information or an application form please contact:

Mrs J Kemmis-Betty, The Home of Devenish,
Manor Coach House, Stottingway Street,

Weymouth, Dorset DT3 5QA

Telephone: 01305 813895
www.devenishhomes.org

Registered Charity No. 202400

Each property has 2 bedrooms, 
is unfurnished, occupied rent 
free and is centrally heated, 
decorated and maintained free 
of charge. Council tax is also 
paid by the Charity. They are 
not warden controlled.

Advertisement Feature
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Lanzarote
Playa Blanca

Affordable 
family villa 

Ideal for Family 
Holidays & 

Long Winter Breaks

Tel 01454 260619
www.lanzarotevilladirect.co.uk

Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near

Carvoeiro. Own pool,
all mod cons. Situated on
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf,

Tennis, Outdoor bowls.
Full details and brochure:

Brian Chambers

ALGARVE

info@casa-oleander.co.uk
www.casa-oleander.co.uk

Tel: 02380 265 683

Insurance

Our
Loire Valley

Tranquil riverside village 
house near Saumur 

 is available from 
April to end September

Simply furnished but with all mod 
cons; fishing from the garden; 

good food, swimming, cycling, 
tennis etc nearby.

 From £250 per week inclusive; 
reductions possible for Clergy etc... 

Sleeps up to 6+.
Contact on

Evenings: 01993 813569 or
Anytime: 07976 438336
christine.zwart@btinternet.com

ITALY
Near Romantic Rome
Self catering in rural 

tranquillity, sleeps 2-4.
Wonderful views, historic

village.  Tel: 07836 650834
villagirasole@hotmail.com
www.villettagirasole.com

LYNTON DEVON
A warm traditional welcome 

welcome awaits you at 
Kingford House 

PPPP Silver Award
Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks.
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 

for brochure and tariff
patriciakingford@aol.com
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 

DOMFRONT
LOWER NORMANDY

Two bedroom cottage 
in rural setting

70 miles from Caen. 
Shops in local villages

Twin room/family room/cot

Tel. 01935 814324
Email. patatkinson11@gmail.com

ASHBOURNE 
DERBYSHIRE 

 
 

Ideal for Peak District 
Chatsworth, Alton Towers 

 Comfortable Cottage 
Sleeps 4 

Short breaks. All year 
 www.conifercottage.biz 

01727 751070

 

To Advertise 

in the Month 

To Advertise 
Please Call  

01752 225623

ireLAnD
Greystones 

Co. Wicklow
Attractive home for 

holiday
All mod cons, near sea. 

Dart Station Shops - 
in Quiet Area

reductions for Clergy
ring 00353-1-2876805

0118 9787018

Vézelay
Burgundy

Self-catering in heart 
of medieval village

Sleeps 2-12
Tel: 01865 557454

www.gitevezelay.co.uk

travel Insurance
Arranged for The Door Readers

0116 272 0500
Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A.

SUPeRB tOP QUALItY ANNUAL AND SINGLe tRIP 
tRAVeL INSURANCe  

WItH HIGHeR tHAN NORMAL AGe LIMItS

CAR
HIRE

FT TRAVEL
INSURANCE

Available with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. 
Specialist cover for people cruising and for high-cost holidays. 

Our insurance has a customer 24 hour helpline, full medical cover and,  
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service. 

SPeCIAL OFFeR: 5% DISCOUNt OFF ANY SINGLe tRIP 
POLICY FOR ANY HOLIDAY DePARtING IN 2012

We are based in the UK and your call will be answered
by a real person...not a machine!!!

Conditions apply
 Please call for details ~

SNOWDONIA
NEAR BALA

Delightful period riverside cottage
in peaceful surroundings - glorious

views. 3 bedrooms, sleeps 2-6, immac-
ulate throughout. Also 2 bedroom 

cottage style bungalow.
Short Breaks available.

01341 450238

The Glenbourne

A comfortable hotel in the popular
Alum Chine area of Bournemouth.

Near to the seafront with excellent blue flag
beaches, bus stop right outside, parking, rooms
for 1, 2, 3 or 4 people. All En-suite. Tea/coffee

facilities and tv/radio in each room.
Convenient for Bournemouth, Poole and many

other attractions. Reasonable rates.
Telephone 01202 761607

www.theglenbourne.co.uk • info@theglenbourne.co.uk

   

To Advertise 
01752 225623

To Advertise in The Door Please Call 01752 225623 or email roy@cornerstonevision.com

Time to 
Take a 
Break?

Holidays AbroadHolidays at Home

You are warmly invited to our 205th

ANNUAL 
THANKSGIVING 
MEETING 
To be held, God willing, 
on Saturday 12th May, 2012
at the Civic Hall, Portway, 
Wantage, Oxon, OX 12 9BX
Speaker: Pastor John E. Benton (Guildford)

Timings:
10.30-11.15 am  Welcome, with tea and coffee
11.30 am  The Annual Thanksgiving Meeting
1.00 pm  Break for lunch
2.30 pm Meeting resumes
3.30 pm Meeting concludes, followed by refreshments.

Cold lunches (£5.00) will be served, and 
teas (free of charge) will also be available.

Please book lunches in advance with 
Pilgrims’ Friend Society, London (address 
below) by 4th May, 2012.

Full information, including location maps, 
parking details and tours of Framland, 
Naldertown, Wantage, OX12 9DL are 
available from:

Pilgrims’ Friend Society
175 Tower Bridge Road
London SE1 2AL
t. 0300 303 1400    F. 0300 303 1415
Email:  info@pilgrimsfriend.org.uk
www.pilgrimsfriend.org.uk 

The Pilgrims’ Friend Society is registered in the UK as a company limited by guarantee, 
and a registered charity.  Company registration 07169875, registered charity 1134979.  
Registered address: 175 Tower Bridge Road, London SE1. Pilgrim Homes is a registered 
charity, No 242266, and a provider of social housing, RP A0822.
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Arts and Books

THIS book was commissioned by conservative 
evangelical members of the General Synod 
with support from prominent traditional 
catholics who believe that the theological 
issues surrounding women bishops have not 
yet been adequately examined. It was hoped 
that it would inform the debates planned for 
February and July 2012 on the Draft Measure 
for the Consecration of Women as Bishops.

Its aim is to convince the majority of Synod 
members who support the consecration 
of women that it will be necessary to make 
provision for Anglicans who cannot accept a 
woman’s oversight. Synod procedures do not 
allow further amendments but it remains open 
to the House of Bishops to amend the draft 
legislation before it returns to the Synod in July.

Although the chapters are a little uneven, 
they make a strong biblical, historical and 
theological case provision which will allow 
conservative evangelicals to remain in the 
Church of England with a good conscience.

A model of clarity is the Introduction and 
Conclusion by Dr Philip Giddings, Chair of 
the House of Laity of the General Synod and a 
Licensed Lay Minister at Greyfriars, Reading.    
This will not surprise those on General Synod 
or in the Oxford Diocese who have come to 
respect Dr Giddings’ capacity to explain where 
issues lie.

The first chapter asserts that all too often 
those quoting the well known phrase in 
Galatians 3:28 ‘(in Christ) there is neither 
male nor female’ ignore its context to draw 
unwarranted conclusions. Whatever one makes 
of it in seeking to relate the New Testament 
to today’s world, Paul’s teaching, on marriage 
and roles in the church, recognizes gender 
differentiation described here as “asymmetrical 
equality”. Relationships within Christian 
marriage and the Church are seen to reflect 
the relationships between the persons of the 

Trinity “Their equality exists alongside the 
differentiation in authority and function, where 
the Son acknowledges the Father’s authority 
and is obedient to the Father (John 8:28, 29), 
but the Father is not said to be obedient to the 
Son.”

The second chapter examines a 
‘rights’ based approach to the subject, 
contrasting Mary Wollstonecraft and 
the origins of feminism with her                                                                                                                                              
contemporary William Wilberforce and the 
abolition of the slave trade. Wollstonecraft’s 
is indebted to the utopian rationalism of the 
French Revolution and Wilberforce’s to biblical 
radicalism.  The authors are critical of the 
‘rights’ based approach associated with the 
autonomous individual of post-Enlightenment 
modernity in contrast to the mutuality of a 
Trinitarian way of thinking with respect to 
Christian leadership. This chapter raises a 
concern articulated in America by Alexis de 
Tocqueville, what he called “the tyranny of the 
majority” - when, in the absence of a consensus, 
a ‘democratic’ majority legislates to have its way 
without leaving space for those with dissident 
convictions.  

The book is an apology for provision for 
those who on theological grounds cannot 
accept the oversight of a woman bishop. It does 
not argue robustly for a specific solution. 

The Ven. Norman Russell is Archdeacon 
of Berkshire and formerly Prolocutor of 
the Lower House of the Convocation of 

Canterbury and Chair of the House of Clergy 
of the General Synod

the Church, Women Bishops     
and Provision
The Latimer Trust, London, 2011
iSBn: 978-1-906327-01-9

By norman russell

The Flowering Tree

PICTURED above is The Flowering Tree by Roger Wagner, a stained glass 
window installed in March, directly opposite a famous John Piper window 
at St Mary’s Church, Iffley in Oxford. Roger Wagner is a well-known local 
artist and a member of St Mary’s. 

Making provision



the Door May 201216 Advertisement Feature

if this is not enough to keep you busy 
you’ll also find more than eighty practical 
and inspiring seminars. All in all the 
event is probably the best place to go 
researching products and services you 
might need for your church but its also a 
great place to find great Christian music 
and entertainment and meet like minded 
people.
This year the event is opened by Lord 
David Putnam the producer of the 
inspiring film Chariots of Fire and run a 
seminar on its making and its significance 
in the Olympic year. it will provide a 
great introduction into the first ever uK 
Christian Film Festival.

Popcorn and praise: first UK 
Christian Film Festival at 
International CRe
The first ever uK Christian Film Festival 
takes place at international Cre. The 
festival has secured star-studded, high-
profile productions  such as Lion of Judah 
(ernest Borgine, Michael Madsen) and 
Jerusalem Countdown (Lee Majors, randy 
Travis). Also screened will be movies 
from new, up-and-coming Christian film 
makers, among them the first 

Christian Bollywood offering, Anbirkk 
Alavillai. Festival director ray horowitz 
said: “We are very excited about our 
partnership with Cre and Bible Society, 
enabling us to bring the best of Christian 
films to the largest audience possible.” 

Young at heart: that’s CRe 

International
Young people are a key focus on Thursday 
(10 May) at Cre international. Leading 
magazine Seminars will be looking at 
why they leave the church and provide 
practical advice on encouraging them 
back. Other subjects covered include 
starting a youth group and developing the 
next generation of leaders. nate Morgan 
Locke, of All Souls Clubhouse, will talk 
on ‘The Brave new World of Youth 
evangelism’ and Carl Laferton on ‘Boy 
to Man: Mentoring Teenage Boys’. All in 
one, information-packed day at Sandown 
Park.

Getting people back to church
Connect4life (C4L) provides a fresh 
approach to reach those who have left 
church (the ‘disconnected’) and those 
who have no kind of church context (the 
‘unconnected’).  There are discipleship 
resources for those who are ‘connected’ 
and also for those who are interested in 
‘reconnecting’.  using everyday language 
and images, the central message is that 
connection brings life and with it a clear 
sense of identity, value and purpose.  Two 
short feeder events for courses like Alpha 
explore this: one for those considering 
a first connection (The Connected Life) 
and one for reconnectors (A Better 
Connection).  The support resources 
are extensive. To find out more about 
Connect4life visit their exhibit at the Cre 
or visit www.connect4life.org.uk

Blond Jesus stereotype fires 
Rob’s noble cause
As a childin the 1950’s rob noble 
remembers pictures showing a blond, 
fair-haired Jesus. ‘There was nothing 
wrong with that as we could relate to 
these scenes but it is highly likely Jesus 
had black hair and a swarthy complexion,’ 
said rob, who will bring pictures to 
Cre international showing Jesus and his 
disciples as black. ‘in Africa they are very 
popular as they show the Bible stories set 
in a village people can relate to. They have 
been popular in the uK, too.’ 

Winners of ‘Ultimate Christian 
Library Book 2012’ announced 
at CRe
hundreds of public votes have now been 
counted and the results locked away until 
the Christian Book Awards Ceremony on 

With over 350 exhibitors and more than 80 
inspiring seminars the CRE International 
Exhibition is the ‘must visit’ event in May

Running from 8th to 11th May at Sandown Park in Esher the Christian Resources Exhibition has grown to become a ‘must visit’ event for those 
seeking to equip and empower their churches. Over 1,000 organisations are said to be represented at the event which takes place over three floors. 
There are stands offering everything from computers to communion wine, puppets to pews and stained glass to sound systems.

Wednesday 9th May at 12 noon when 
the winners of both adult and children’s 
category of the ‘ultimate Christian Library 
Book 2012’ will be announced.  
Guest presenter is David Winter, 
a prolific author himself with 41 titles 
published. he was also a journalist and 
broadcaster, having been head of BBC 
religious broadcasting, he remains a 
regular contributor for ‘Thought for the 
Day’ as an ordained minister. David will 
be interviewed during the event. everyone 
is welcome to the ceremony held during 
Cre at the Park View Suite at Sandown 
racecourse – the first 100 guests will 
receive a free goody bag.  There is also 
an opportunity to meet the short-listed 
authors and purchase signed copies of 
their books. if you can’t come to the 
awards but want to keep up with the 
results follow @squeakingvolumes on 
twitter or Speaking-Volumes-CBPT on 
Facebook.  results will also be on the 
website www.christianbookawards.org.
 

Hundreds of stands to visit
Among the many exhibitors you’ll find 
many regular faces such as Fullers Finer 
Furniture who make unique lecterns and 
if you are looking for a new sound system 
Keith Monks and DM Music will be among 
those offering face to face advice. Keith 
Monks have been supplying to churches 
for over 40 years. Seamless Sound and 
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With over 350 exhibitors and more than 80 
inspiring seminars the CRE International 
Exhibition is the ‘must visit’ event in May

Award winning 

 

church furniture makers

 

See us at CRE, Stand T18 & T19

Makers of quality bespoke 
Church Furniture

www.fullers�nerfurniture.co.uk

There’s a chance to win a car at the exhibition. A nissan Micra 1.2 Visia 5-door 
car is up for grabs by a visitor to any of this year’s Cre exhibitions through a prize 
draw. All visitors who have registered to attend one of the 2012 exhibitions will 
automatically be entered into the prize draw. Alternatively, visit Autosave at Stand 
S12 in the Surrey hall to register. The company is also calling all budding formula 
1 drivers to try a lap on their simulator. The winner will be given £100 for their 
nominated charity. 

Vision is their way of saying that a good system should work 
well without getting in the way of worship. installations often 
call for hidden wiring, bespoke cabinets and colour marched 
equipment, especially in listing buildings. Systems should ensure 
the greatest ease of operation whether the system is automatic 
or controlled by an operator. A visit to the relevant displays 
should enable you to discuss your requirements in more detail 
direct with representatives from the companies themselves.  if 
your church ever finds itself short of an organist then a visit to 
hymn Technology is a must. if you’re church is seeking guidance 
on childcare issues, working with vulnerable adults and the 
laws surrounding them, then a visit to the Churches Agency for 
Safeguarding is a must.

In full flight
if driving a racing car isn’t exciting enough, how about a flight 
simulator? Mission Aviation Fellowship will be attending the Cre 
with their interactive state of the art trailer complete with a flight 
simulator. Test your skills as a pilot as you land a plane in Africa!
Full details can be found in the Cre brochure which is available 
to download on the Cre website: www.creonline.co.uk, you 
can also book your tickets whilst you are there.
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Departs 7th Aug & 4th Sept 2012 8 days from

£709

Discover some of the world’s classic waterways on a cruise with us and enjoy quality, together with 
excellent service throughout. Our 2012 collection includes a superb choice of cruises with plenty of 
time to relax and unwind as you discover ever-changing landscapes.

Great Value River Cruises

Whats included:
• Return coach travel from your local area • Ferry crossing from Dover to Calais  • En-suite cabin 
accommodation aboard the mps Lady Anne or mps Amsterdam • Full board during your cruise 

• Entertainment every night • Welcome drink, Captain’s get together and Party Night 

Floriade & the Rhine 
in Flames Festival

Enjoy a feast of festivals as we cruise through the 
narrow Rhine Gorge to see the Rhine in Flames, 
an extraordinary interplay of � re, water and 
light which celebrates the grape harvests, before 
crossing just over the border into the Netherland 
to visit the world-class Floriade, set to be the most 
exciting to date.

Visits to Cologne, Koblenz, Rüdesheim, 
Mainz, Boppard, Andernach and Bonn

Cruise the Rhine to 
Switzerland

This is undoubtedly one of our most popular 
cruises, taking you on a dramatic and memorable 
journey as our border hopping route wends its way 
through the romantic Rhine Gorge of Germany, 
the scenic Alsace region of France and into the 
northern mountain slopes of Switzerland.

Visits to Andernach, Rüdesheim, Speyer, 
Germersheim, Strasbourg, Lucerne, Breisach, 
Basel, Kehl, Mannheim, Mainz and Cologne

Departs May - October 2012
10 days from

£1,049

For more information and to 
book call: 01752 364186

Operated by The River Cruise Line of Market Harborough ABTA W0552 ATOL 9357. 
Prices are per person & based on two people sharing. Single supplements may apply. 
Departure points are subject to availability and minimum numbers being achieved.

Advertisement Feature
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Get involved and make a 
difference

Comings and Goings: 

the Revd Jason St John Nicolle is now 
also Area Dean of Wallingford; Revd Dr 
Mark Butchers is now also Area Dean 
of Oxford; the Revd Brian Spence has 
retired as Priest at englefield; the Revd Dr 
Andy Hartropp has left his post as Curate 
at Waltham St Lawrence and White Waltham 
with Shottesbrooke; the Revd Lister tonge 
has left Oxford to take up post as Dean of 
Monmouth; the Revd Peter Dewey will 
take up post as Chaplain at Goring heath 

Almshouses; the Revd John Parker has 
left his post as Curate in training at Arborfield 
with Barkham and The White house School. 
The following have been given permission 
to officiate: the Revd Martin Down; the 
Revd David Johnson; the Revd Katie 
Jones; the Revd Andrew Baldock; the 
Revd Dr Reynaud de la  Bat Smit; the 
Revd Michael Forrer; the Revd Richard 
Fothergill; the Revd Pam Gordon; the 
Revd Dr Phillip tovey. We recall with 
sadness the deaths of the Revd Anthony 
Fearn and the Revd Robert Stroud.

Then PeTer began To sPeak To Them: 
“I Truly undersTand ThaT god shows no 
ParTIalITy, buT In every naTIon anyone 
who fears hIm and does whaT Is rIghT Is 
accePTable To hIm.” acTs 10 34, 35.

F. F. Bruce, a great biblical scholar of a 
previous generation, once remarked 
that there are, in fact, only two sorts of 

Christians, ‘Exclusives’ and ‘Inclusives’. The 
Exclusives spend all their time determining 

who should be kept out, and the Inclusives 
spend all their time trying to let them in. The 
verses above are from the reading you’ll hear 
if you’re in church on May 13th. They’re the 
end of a wonderful story (it’s a pity it’s not 
all being read!), relating one of the crucial 
turning points in the history of Christianity 
- the moment when it moved from being 
exclusive to inclusive, from a small sect 
within Judaism to becoming a faith for the 
whole world.

The apostle Peter had been told through 
a dream that he was to go to the home of a 
Roman centurion called Cornelius. He was 
a bit reluctant to do this, because orthodox 
Jews did not eat with Gentiles. But in the 
dream he had seen a great sheet descending, 
full of various animals, some (in terms of 
Jewish law) clean, and some unclean. Told to 
‘kill and eat’ he demurred. ‘I’ve never eaten 
anything unclean’, he protested. But a voice 
said, ‘What God has made clean, you must 
not call profane’ At that moment, messengers 
arrived at his house from Cornelius, who had 
also had a vision from God, telling him to 
send men to Peter‘s lodging at Joppa. 

Peter was puzzled, but he was to learn 
from all of this that nothing God has made is 
‘unclean’, and that God has no favourites. In 
fact, anyone anywhere, of any race or culture, 
who truly seeks him will find him. So he 
went with Cornelius’s servants all the way to 
Caesarea, to the centurion’s house. 

Cornelius, a God-fearing man, had 
gathered his family and friends to meet Peter 
and hear what he had to say. As Peter was 
relating the story of Jesus (but before he had 
finished!) ‘the Holy Spirit fell on them all’. 
These assembled Gentiles had responded to 
the gospel message in exactly the same way as 
the Jewish converts on the Day of Pentecost, 
visibly and demonstrably. The Jewish 
believers who had come with Peter were 
astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit 
‘had been poured out even on the Gentiles’ - 
I love that ‘even’. 

Peter had learnt that the Holy Spirit knows 
no barriers of race, language or gender but 
draws all who seek it to the water of life. 
It’s the very last invitation of the Bible (see 
Revelation 22:17) and it‘s for ‘anyone who 
wishes‘. We are the truly Inclusive Church of 
the truly Inclusive God.

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser on 
evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a broadcaster 
and the author of many books. www.davidwinter-author.co.uk

  

Thought 
for the 
Month

By David Winter

How do you discern “ what God 
is doing”  and how to “join 
in”? One way is to test your 

ideas and insights with other members 
of the Church and then to work with 
those who share your passion. 

Diocesan Synod is where bishops, 
clergy and lay people meet together 
and come to a common mind about 
the strategic direction we will take in 
relation to the mission and ministry of 
the Church. We need to share together 
what God is doing throughout the 
Diocese, where the growth and stress 
points are, so that we can work together 
and support each other. Elections 
are happening in May and June in 
your deaneries. We welcome anyone 
who feels they have a role to play in 
sharing the views of their deanery and 
its churches.  Every PCC has deanery 
synod representatives who will know 
the local election details - alternatively 
contact your Deanery Synod Secretary 
or Diocesan Church House (01865 
208200) for further information.

There are other specialist Boards, 
Councils and Committees which will 
also be looking for new members this 
Autumn.  Could it be that you are 
called to make a difference there?  In 
addition to the Bishop’s Council, there 
is the Board of Education which works 
with church schools and the Board of 
Mission which focuses on social justice 
issues, children and young people, 
making disciples, Christian giving, 
and training for clergy and lay people 
among other matters.

We also have specialist groups 
focusing on World Mission, the Deaf,                                                                                                                                            
Finance, Staffing and Personnel issues, 
Buildings and Glebe, Family life and 
Adoption, Trusts, Interfaith concerns, 
Pastoral reorganisation and new 
opportunities in mission and ministry.  
Diocesan Synod membership is not 
always necessary to become involved 
in these groups.  Look at the diocesan 
website www.oxford.anglican.org for 
further information. Details of the 
election process will be available from 
during May.

We are very grateful to the lay and 
clergy volunteers who have served on 
Boards and Councils during the last 
three year term. Their contribution 
has been essential bringing experience, 
insight, skill and enthusiasm to our 
work. Could you get involved and make 
a difference in the coming sessions?

Rosemary Pearce is Oxford’s Diocesan 
Secretary. 

LETTERS
Calls for jolly hymns 
and more cake
 We are from CYGnets: the 
Churn Youth Group network. We 
meet around three times a month. 
During these sessions we talk 
about controversial topics and 
teenage issues within the church 
in a less formal manner. At the 
moment we are disucssing trust 
in a more interactive way. We 
have also discussed what we 
would like to see to make church 
better for us. here are a few of 
our ideas:
•	 Shorter more interactive 

services
•	 More cakes- especially 

chocolate
•	 shorter, jollier hymns
•	 More cakes, especialy 

chocolate (was that already 
mentioned?)

Sophie, Rebecca and Marcus 
Laing, Kathryn Botchway, Becky 
Warrington and Olivia Horswell, 
from the CYGnets, the Churn 
Benefice, Oxfordshire.

The Benefice is taking note! 
As a consequence of the young 
people’s views, CYGnets will 
list hymns they like to pass on 
to the Worship Group, cook 
and serve chocolate cake to the  
congregation and will be invited 
to help plan family services. 
Your prayers are very much 
appreciated for the ongoing 
development of this young group. 
The group is for all secondary 
age young people and meets 
one Sunday evening a month, to 
have fun in a Christian context. 
The atmosphere is always 
happy and it is good to see the 
youth becoming so much more 
responsive and at ease wih each 
other and the leaders. 

We have now set up a morning 
version of CYGnets, starting in 
Hagbourne School and going 
round to the church for the last 
hymn and refreshments with the 
rest of the congregation.

Lesley Botchway CYGnet 
co-ordinator. 

More debate on 
education?
There is a lot of public discussion 
about the coalition Government’s 
education policy. Some of it is 
highly critical of the effect that 
the promotion of new Faith 
Schools - started by Tony Blair’s 
Government - may be having on 
social cohesion. 

creation of academies, might 
be seen to be exacerbating 
the rising gap between rich 
and poor, privilieged and 
disadvantaged. replacing Local 
Authorities with central control 
might be seen to run the risk 
of a dangerous degree of party 
politics in our education system, 
and - equally damaging - of 
turning the education of our 
children into businesses run for 
profit.

Precedents from northern 
ireland are mentioned, and for 
many not only in the secular 
humanist camp  - religion is 
seen to be a major source of 
division, especially if children are 
segregated at an early age. 
   Some have said that we are 
‘sleepwalking into a divided 
society’.
   in addition the present 
Government, in accelerating the 

   There seems to have been 
little debate on these questions 
within the Diocese, and perhaps 
there are many Anglicans who 
wonder why the Church seems 
so willing to go along with the 
Government’s policy. Do readers 
think we should be making more 
of a stand?

The Revd David Paterson,  
Marston, Oxford. 
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God in the life of... 

I’ve known Colin Saunders and 
his wife, Helen since I started 
work in the Oxford Christian 
Aid office more than three years 
ago and I knew that he has been 

involved in supporting our work since 
the 1950s. ‘Our supporters must have so 
many stories to tell,’ I would say to my 
colleagues, and so as Christian Aid Week 
approaches this year (13-19 May), I sat 
down with Colin to find out how he first 
got involved in Christian Aid, and how 
his faith has motivated him to campaign 
on social justice issues.

“I was born in Cardiff, South Wales, a 
long time ago,” Colin tells me. “During 
the Second World War I was evacuated 
to America for four years and I then 
lived in London until 1965. During 
my time in London I was welcomed 
as a member of Bloomsbury Baptist 
Church in Holborn and in 1959 I 
became interested in Christian Aid. I 
was appointed the church representative 
for a newly formed Christian Aid 
committee. That was my first experience 
of ecumenical activity and it was great.”

As a way of raising awareness of 
Christian Aid Week, which had started 
only two years earlier in 1957, Colin and 
other church representatives set up a 
soup kitchen in the forecourt of Holy 
Trinity Church in Kingsway. Working 
at the time as a solicitor in Central 
London, Colin would volunteer at the 
soup kitchen during his lunch hour. 
“Throughout Christian Aid Week, and 
with the blessing of the vicar, we served 
soup and rolls and showed the Christian 
Aid film in the basement of the church. 
In those days it was a way of raising 
money and attracting public interest and 
awareness,” he said.

Moving to Finchley four years later, 
Colin became a member of Finchley 
Baptist Church and it was there that he 

started doing house-to-house collections 
during Christian Aid Week. “We divided 
up the streets among the churches and 
collected as much as we could,” he tells 
me. “One year at a public meeting our 
local MP at the time, Margaret Thatcher, 
came along. She knew about Christian 
Aid from quite early on.”

In 1965, Colin moved to Oxford 
where he joined the New Road Baptist 
Church. He joined the Oxford Christian 
Aid committee and continued to find 
creative ways of raising awareness of the 
organisation’s work. “One year we got 
hold of a Ferguson tractor, which we 
parked on the forecourt of St Michael 
at the North Gate Church and raised 
£2,000 for its purchase for a project in 
Kenya,” he said. 

For the last 15 years, Colin has also 
helped to organise the annual street 
market outside Wesley Memorial 
Methodist Church during Christian Aid 
Week. It first started in 1966 and now 
raises between £1,300 and £1,500 each 
year. Helen has also been involved for 
many years as the city centre churches 
representative on the local committee.

I ask Colin about his experiences 
over the years collecting house-to-
house during Christian Aid Week. “You 
sometimes get the answer ‘I’m having 
a meal’ or ‘we can’t find the envelope,’ 
he tells me, “but I don’t recall anything 
more than that. People are usually 
welcoming actually, and if we didn’t have 
the collectors, then that money would 
never be given.”

I’m struck by Colin’s commitment 
to Christian Aid over the last 50 years 
and ask him what has motivated him to 
campaign for social justice. “Without a 
doubt it is Matthew 25:40: ‘…whatever 
you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters, you did for me.’ For 
me I have seen supporting Christian Aid 
as a very outward, positive and visible 
sign of the whole Church’s work, and 
I think the old Christian Aid logo ‘We 
believe in life before death’, captured it 
well.”

As well as Colin’s involvement with 
Christian Aid over the years, he has 
also been an active member of Wesley 
Memorial Methodist Church, which 
he joined in 1990 when he and Helen 
married. Colin has been a steward 
and circuit steward, and has served on 
church committees, as well as being a 
member of Oxford Mencap for 40 years 
and treasurer for 20 years. He is actively 
involved in other ecumenical activities 
and is a member of Oxford Rotary.

“There are so many good charities in 
Oxford. Oxfordshire Mind, for example 
is such a well-established organisation. 
There are a lot of very talented people 
who are committed to social justice 
in Oxford. I think it is about making 
choices and thinking ‘where can I 
usefully help?’”

Before I leave, I ask Colin if he 
has thought about how long he will 
continue to volunteer with Christian 
Aid. “Christian Aid is top of the list. No 
question. Not just because of the people, 
but because of the purpose. As long as 
I am allowed to, I will continue. I look 
through Christian Aid News and see the 
number of things that people are doing 
and I am full of admiration. If I were 20 
years younger I would hope to match 
their enthusiasm, too!”

It seems to me that Colin Saunders is 
still full of enthusiasm and I come away 
from our meeting with the feeling that 
Christian Aid is exceptionally blessed to 
have so many wonderful and long-term 
supporters like him.   
If you would like to get involved in Christian Aid 
Week this year, please contact the Oxford Christian 
Aid office on 01865 246 818 or oxford@christian-
aid.org and we can put you in touch with your 
nearest Christian Aid Week organiser. 

Colin Saunders tells Amy  
Merone about the links 
between his faith, his volun-
tary work with Christian Aid 
and his commitment to other 
social justice issues.  

The collector

TAYLORS
(OF OXFORD)

AND ACCESSORIES
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 

and Robemakers
109 COWLEY ROAD
OXFORD OX4 1HU

TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 
• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL

ROBEMAKERS

www.taylorsofoxford.com

LeadcraftLeadcraft
Stained Glass Studio

STAINED GLASS ARTISTS
AND CRAFTSMEN

Traditional leaded lights made and
repaired.

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted
and decorative glass for windows and

doors and also internal window cleaning
Ecclesiastical and Residential

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA
Tel: 0118 956 8534  
Fax: 0118 957 5865

www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk
By appointment only

CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote TD0512

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

In times of need
The loss of a loved one can be an emotional as well as 
stressful time. There are many professionals who can ease 
the burden of preparation for a funeral with their expertise 
and personal service. There can be a lot to arrange in a very 
short time whether or not its a church service or one at the 
crematorium. Funeral Directors have the experience, very 
often through several generations of the same family, to 
provide a fitting tribute to your lost one. There are many 
pieces of paperwork that need filling in and visits to registrars 
etc. They will make contact on your behalf with the Vicar you 
wish to oversee the service whether it is in your local church 
or a crematorium. 


